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Grapevine is the in-house Members Newsletter of Gathurst Golf Club 

 

The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the authors and do not 
 necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Directors and Management. 

Editorial Team: Barry Faulkner   barryfaulkner@sky.com 

NEWS 
Grapevine Gets a New Editor 

After editing the Grapevine since 2003, Tom Burke has stepped down from this post due to his ongoing health issues. His final 
editorial duty was to badger the contributors into writing their articles before passing them on to me to collate and publish this 
edition. 

I’m sure you will join me in thanking Tom for his efforts over the last 17 years and wish him well for the future. 

The baton has been passed to me, for a few years at least, and I hope all the contributors will continue to provide support and articles 
for me to publish on a regular basis. I hope to produce at least three Grapevines every year, I encourage anyone to send me 
interesting items and photos for publication. 

Barry Faulkner 
Editor 

 

Gathurst Open Day – Sunday 29th March 2020 at 2pm -5pm 

We are again holding our now annual Open Day to attract new members and promote the club for hire for many types of social 
function.  This year it will be held on Sunday 29th March 2020 commencing at 2pm.  There will be golf lessons for ladies and juniors 
available from Dave Clarke’s team and the chance to have a guided tour of the club and course (assuming we are not under water of 
course !!). 

Whilst the planning and organisation is well underway with several stalwart members having offered their services for the day, we 
would also like other volunteers to step forward and help us with the local distribution of flyers publicising the event.  If you could 
help please contact either Keith in the Club Office or Andy Davies, Marketing Director and let us know where your distribution area is.  
Also, please encourage anyone who you feel might be interested in golf membership, social membership, or room hire to pop along 
and have a look.  There are several membership offers available – particularly if they sign up on the day itself.  If that isn’t enough 
then maybe, we could entice them with a complimentary scone and tea or coffee – now who could resist that !! 

If anyone requires further information, please contact either Keith in the Office or Andy Davies. 

 Sponsorship of Tee Signs 

In order to enhance the appearance of the golf course, Gathurst Golf Club Marketing Committee are seeking sponsors to fund the 
production of signage on each of the tees around the course.  The signs would comprise the details of the hole, e.g. number, stroke 
index, length from the various tees, etc together with an image of the hole itself.  The sign would also, of course, include advertising 
information for that particular hole’s sponsor.  No doubt you will have seen similar signage at many courses. 

The aim is to have these signs fully funded by sponsors thus making them cost neutral to the Golf Club.  In return, the sponsors will 
see their logo and company details displayed for an initial period of 3 years after which they would have the option of renewing their 
sponsorship on an annual basis.  The initial cost to sponsor one of these tee signs would be £500 with a renewal cost after 3 years of 
£150 per annum.  The sponsorship would also include the following additional sponsor benefits:- 
 
• Their company advert on the Gathurst Golf Club website together with a direct link to their own website; 
• The opportunity to display the sponsors own literature in the Gathurst clubhouse; 
• The opportunity to play a 4-ball at Gathurst Golf Club two times per annum during the period of their sponsorship. 
 
If any member is interested in sponsoring such a tee sign or may know an organisation that would like to support the Club in this way, 
please contact either Keith Melia (email secretary@gathurstgolfclub.co.uk or phone 01257 255235) or Andy Davies (email 
andy.j.davies@blueyonder.co.uk or phone 07736 168253). 
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CAPTAINS’ TABLES 

 

Ben Johnson & Elaine King (2020 Captains) 

 
Lady Captain 
 
I have only been in office a few weeks, but I am looking forward to  the Lady Golfers Annual dinner on the 28th February and I am 
sure we will have an enjoyable evening.  Also  lunch with Captain of Lady Captains Mrs. Janet Davies and meeting 20 other Lady 
Captains from other clubs from within the society. In March I will be enjoying afternoon tea with Past Captains at Gathurst Golf Club 
also. Then the real work starts with my Drive In at the start of the season and we will be praying for some dry weather. It will be a real 
pleasure to play golf with the donors. This year will be quite busy because we have 2 opens planned 1st May and 7th August which 
are already well booked. Also, the Veterans Championship is to be held at Gathurst in September. We have lots of new lady members 
and I wish them well playing Golf this year. Golf has its ups and downs as we all know, but we keep coming back for more. SO, KEEP 
GOLFING. 
 
Elaine King 
Lady Captain, 2020 
 

The Captain 

I am now nearly two months into my year as the Captain of Gathurst Golf Club. On Wednesday the 5th February 2020 I along with my 
wife Pauline attended “The Society of Liverpool Captains”, Introductory evening ay Huyton & Prescott Golf Club. This is where we met 
for the first time all the 27 member clubs of the Liverpool Society 2020 captains and their wives/partners. The meal and speeches 
were followed by a meeting where we agreed on our Captains year name which is: 

The Visionaries (2020 Vision) 

It was a great honour to be part of this on behalf of Gathurst Golf Club, I am greatly looking forward to visiting and getting to know all 
the 27 clubs. Sharing thoughts and ideas with my fellow Captains to help all golf clubs in the Liverpool Society, prosper and grow. Not 
forgetting I’ll be playing lots of Golf….!!!!!! 

I am also really chuffed that the club have agreed to move the Captains day to Saturday 27th June 2020. Over the next three months I 
will be working with Mark Schofield (Vice Captain) along with the Golf, Social and House committees to finalise the arrangements for 
the day/evening.  

The Lady Captain Elaine King and I have chosen “Breast Cancer Now” for our charity and your support would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Breast Cancer Care and Breast Cancer Now merged in 2019. They united to create one charity for everyone affected by breast cancer 
and are the UK's first comprehensive breast cancer charity.  
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1 in 7 women in the UK will develop breast cancer 

Your donation will help to make sure the world-class research taking place in their labs, and the life-changing care and support they 
provide to those who so desperately need it, continues. If we act now, we can create a future where everyone who develops breast 
cancer lives – and is supported to live well. 

Ben Johnson 
Captain, 2020 

 

GREENS 

To say that the last three or four months has been wet is an understatement with the course suffering, but not too badly. 

Danny has still managed to get through quite a lot of work, cutting down 12 conifers and a poplar tree. He has also replanted 50 other 
trees of different types in order to help drain and maintain the course.   

The high winds have made 6 or 7 other trees unstable, resulting in these having to be taken down.  

In areas where trees have been taken down, this has improved the drainage by being cleared of root infestation and the drains are now 
flowing freely again.  

The drainage system on other parts of the course has also had work done on it with the new jetter being put to good use on a number 
of holes, resulting in these drains also now flowing better. 

A lot of the course work planned has had to be shelved due to the bad weather, but hopefully will be done in the year. 

Work on the greens will be starting as soon as the weather improves getting them ready for the start of the season.  

Weekly updates have been put on the web site and I will endeavour to keep these going until the weather improves. 

Eddie Cunliffe 
Chair of the Greens 
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GOLF 

Another season is about to start with the Men's Captains drive in on Sunday 15th March and the Lady Captain driving in on the 
Wednesday following. The drive in for the Men's Captain will be a shot gun start in the morning and also in the afternoon. Bookings 
will be by placing names on the start sheets which will be on the notice board and NOT on BRS. These sheets were posted on Monday 
17th February. 

We have had a poor winter with the amount of rain causing much disruption to course access. We are all hopeful that the weather is 
on our side and the course dries out very soon. 

As ever we are asking all our members to consider being donors for our competitions.  Remember those that do donate will be 
eligible to win discounted green fees for 2021. 

I hope everyone enjoys their golf this year whether it is in competitions or just social golf.  

There will be a major overhaul of the handicapping system this year. It is 
expected that it will come into operation in November. We have already 
attended a presentation about the new system, and we will be looking 
at calling a members’ meeting towards the summer to explain how this 
system will work. Part of the new system requires our course to be given 
a SLOPE rating. This is conducted by the Lancashire golf union and will 
require a team of people inspecting each hole. The inspection will take a 
full day and we will inform members when this takes place to ensure 
that we do not hinder their work. For those that have not heard of 
SLOPE ratings it is a measure of the difficulty of our course compared to 
a course of average difficulty. This rating will allow golfers to apply a 
modification to their handicap giving a fair and equal level for 
competing.  

Finally, I would like to thank all our members for their continued support. 

Ian White 
Chairman of golf 

 

JUNIORS’ SECTION 

Due to the extremely wet weather throughout the winter months our Saturday morning lessons have been unable to take place 
because the very soft conditions on the practice ground. This has been disappointing for the boys and girls but several of them have 
kept their hands in by going over to Rainford on a Saturday and using the driving range, courtesy of Dave and Chris Clarke.  

Having said that I am sure they are all looking forward to getting back to our Saturday mornings here at Gathurst when the weather 
gets better and the ground dries out, fingers crossed. 

As we approach the new season we look forward to the Juniors and Parents evening on Tuesday 24th March 7.30 for 7.45pm in the 
clubhouse. All junior members and their parents are welcome as are any prospective new juniors. 

The first competition will be the April Stableford on Sunday 5th April followed by the Spring Stableford on Sunday 19th April. 

Doug Pickering 
Junior Organiser 
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SENIORS’ SECTION 

The finale to our 2019 season culminated with our traditional Christmas dinner with 64 members and friends in attendance.  Presiding 
over the dinner was Peter Davies, who also presented the prizes for our major competitions held during the season.  Congratulations 
to Brian Manning who walked away with a haul of trophies which included the Champion Golfer of the year so very well done to 
him.  Our thanks to Dave and his team for the usual very high standard of catering. 

Our AGM in January, chaired by Graham Bate, was very successful with the usual stimulating debate.  Notes of that meeting are on 
our notice board.  The Committee was re-elected with Mike Fergie rotating with Phil Hall for the role of Secretary. Subscriptions 
remain unchanged for 2020. 

We now look forward to our 2020 season.  We have home and away friendly fixtures arranged with 11 different clubs in our 
region.  Dates have been set for the season cup and salver competitions and entry has opened for the pairs and singles competitions 
(deadline is 13 March 2020, details on the notice board).   

Core business also continues every Tuesday, when there is no other competition, with a mix of singles and team games planned for 
the year ahead.  Something for everyone! 

Mike Fergie 
Secretary, Seniors’ Section 

 

SOCIAL 

We have a very active social diary for this year, please make a note 
of the dates of the functions arranged so far. We hope to add  few 
more through the season, and some dates might be subject to 
change. Keep an eye on the noticeboards and make sure the club 
has your email address so that we can keep you up to date. 

Don’t forget the Thursday quiz nights, members and guests are 
welcome. We also play in the Up Holland and District Darts and 
Dominoes League on Monday nights; information of the fixtures 
can be found on the noticeboard next to the dart board. 

Tom Parry 

Chair of Social 

 

 

 

 

* dates may be subject to change/cancelation – check noticeboards 
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HOUSE 

Due to financial constraints, no major projects are being planned at this time. 
However, as most of you will be aware the carpet in the front entrance area was 
replaced recently and the corridor area for the lockers will be replaced this 
week. Other work has been undertaken back of house, including a damp 
problem which was resolved by David Leyland. A big thank you to Peter Davies 
and the Monday helpers for the work being done around the club and on the 
course ( volunteers always welcome). 

Mike Shaw  
Chairman of house  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Twelve new members have joined the club since the beginning of the year with more in line to join shortly. This is very encouraging 
for this time of year and hopefully bodes well for the rest of the year. Most have been recommended by an existing member which is 
by far the most common ‘recruiting’ method. There are numerous offers available to new members so it’s a good time to encourage 
friends and family to join. Remember, £25.00 on your bar card for every new member you recommend. 
  
Well in excess of 100 members took the opportunity to pay their 2020/21 subscriptions early to earn themselves £25.00 on their bar 
cards. It’s never certain how many members we will retain each year, but this is a significant number who have committed to the club 
already. A polite reminder to those who have not yet made arrangements to pay that subscriptions are due by 31st March. 
  
We will be holding our annual ‘Open Day’ on March 29th at which we hope to attract more new members and secure some private 
hire bookings. Advertising banners are being erected and a leaflet drop is planned. Anyone willing to deliver some leaflets please 
contact myself or Andy Davies.  
 
Howard Thomas 
Membership Chairman 
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MEMBERS’ CORNER 

The weather has been the worst for many years, horrific, an obvious statement, but the consequences are causing all sorts of 
problems. 

While most golfers are moaning because they can't play golf, please REMEMBER the people who have lost EVERYTHING, and get some 
perspective. 

Also. all the well thought out plans and work that needs doing on the course has to be held back for a limited time. Danny and his staff 
can only carry out certain aspects to a greater or lesser extent. Give him time and try to understand his predicament. He is fully aware 
of the problems and has the interests of the members as his priority. 

COMMON SENSE is not so COMMON these days and all members should be aware of this in protecting the course, and I personally 
know of some members not doing this. 

Anyone seeing this SHOULD report it and I personally will be watching and doing so in future.  

More on this next time. 

Regards 

Kevin 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Have we got your latest contact details?  

We use Facebook, Twitter, email and postal mail to keep in touch with our members on a regular basis. We might also need to get in touch with you 
or your family via the phone at short notice. It’s therefore vital that the club has your latest address, telephone 
number and email address. 

We also send out important information via email. The Club would like to switch to a fully paperless system, 
this has several advantages, not least of which is the savings made in stationery, printing and postal costs.  
 We understand that some members don’t have 
email addresses, we will continue to use postal communications for these members.  

Please bear in mind, to send out mass mailings to ALL members via The Royal Mail costs the club 
around £1,000. This money can be better spent on the course and clubhouse.  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

For the latest news visit 

                                                                  

@GathurstGolf                @GathurstGC www.gathurstgolfclub.co.uk 

 

 


