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1.0 Introduction: 

An ecological and environmental assessment was undertaken during October 2019 to: 

• Assess the ecological and environmental issues relating to Gathurst Golf Club and 

its surrounding environs 

• Provide an in-depth report highlighting any findings that may have arisen from the 

aforementioned ecological and environmental issues 

• Provide an easy to follow plan for the management and greenkeepers thereby 

improving the flora and fauna quality of Gathurst Golf Club 

The plan itself will take approximately five years to complete. It may be however that all 

suggested works in the plan can be completed much sooner as the North West of England 

is known to close golf courses due to adverse weather situations including wet and frozen 

conditions. If this is the case, then general greenkeeping tasks cannot be carried out; 

therefore, more time is given towards the ecology plan. This works both ways i.e. 

conditions may be conducive to greenkeeping tasks therefore the ecology plan may take 

five years or more to complete. Whichever happens, the general aforementioned section 

regarding the flora and fauna may or may not be accomplished during the lifetime of this 

plan. 

The report itself should be read in conjunction to the accompanying photos that can be 

found in each section. It is thought that the best way forward is to concentrate only on 

holes 1 through to 4 in the first year of the plan; 5 – 9 in the second year; 10 – 14 in the 

fourth and the remainder in the fifth. This way, the plan is understandable and everyone 

knows exactly where they should be at any given time unless stated otherwise (we will 

build on this later in the report). However, there are exceptions to this such as the large 

amount of tree work suggested on the poplars and leylandiis and the fact that there are 

numerous leaning trees which require management sooner rather than later. 

The plan includes the following points: 

• What the consultant (James Hutchinson) wishes to do 

• Where it will be done 

• When it will be done 

• Who will do it  
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Benefits to Gathurst: 

• A more enjoyable round of golf 

• Enhanced quality of the environment 

• Efficient management methods 

• Potential cost savings (i.e. holistic thinning of roughs without costly chemicals) 

Vision: 

• More native nature 

• Less non – native nature 

• To achieve a more natural feel to the golf course 

• More involvement from the members 

• Communication 

The following survey of Gathurst Golf Club has been undertaken to collect information. 

The information that is collected is to be used to evaluate its significance to Gathurst’s 

members, visitors, staff and wildlife and then to act on it. It may be that the information 

gathered was of little significance and that no management was required – this happened 

in numerous places regarding the ecological management, however, many other areas 

require a good amount of work and another site visit may be necessary to discuss its 

running going forward. 

Information Gathered: 

• Nature conservation 

• Turfgrass management 

• Aquatic management 

• Waste management 

• Woodland ecology 

• Visual appearance 

• Education and awareness 

It is advised that only small amounts of these recommendations will be carried out at any 

one time, as removal of large singular quantities could be detrimental to the environment. 

For example, there are one or two copses at Gathurst GC which have a good amount of 

decaying timber present – if these were to be removed totally then another flora (such as 

creeping thistle, which is prevalent onsite) could take its place soon after. 
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1.1 Important Issues: This plan gives distinct attention to: 

• Poplars and leylandiis: Issues regarding tree felling and the total removal of these 

non – native tree species could result in strongly worded letters aimed towards the 

club – careful management and advice is therefore offered  

• Rough management – slow play, lost balls etc 

• Ponds/ low lying wet areas: protected fauna may be present, but unlikely  

• Copses/ woodlands: These are best described as variable and the consequent 

management suggested reflects this. These copses/ woodlands play an important 

role to the ecology and playability of Gathurst and great thought and planning 

accompanied their ensuing management recommendations 

• Ragwort – laws relating to its whereabouts* 

• Protected fauna: bats maybe present, therefore practices which offer further 

protection to these charismatic vertebrates are mentioned at the relevant points in 

this plan 

• Protected flora may be present: orchids are an example of this 

• Brambles, scrub and unkempt sections of the course 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Little ragwort noted during October although this biannual may show more as the roughs matures. 
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2.0 Objective: 

To enhance the flora, fauna and playability via modern and holistic methods.  

3.0 Comments: 

It is suggested that the plan will take five years to complete, however, nature is variable 

and always changing and evolving. For instance, Gathurst has many ash trees which 

need monitoring on a regular basis as there is a disease marching through the UK. At 

this time, however, there is no sign of this ailment but it is serious enough for the 

Forestry Commission to release the following statement: “Chalara dieback of ash is a 

serious disease of ash trees caused by a fungus called Chalara fraxinea (C. 

fraxinea), including its sexual stage, Hymenoscyphus pseudoalbidus (H. 

pseudoalbidus). The disease causes leaf loss and crown dieback in affected trees, 

and usually leads to tree death.” Gathurst has upwards of 50 ash trees at this time and 

if any show symptoms of the disease then the plan will have to be changed to 

accommodate the felling of the infected ash trees. 

Another important scenario is the possibility that one of Gathurst’s management team 

may leave their position which would lead to the question of who would direct the plan. 

If this scenario were to happen then thought would need to be fixed to a suitably 

qualified person to carry on the high level of management already in place - Gathurst 

golf course appears to be managed to a good standard at this time.  

This plan is primarily aimed at woodland and rough grassland ecological management; 

however, the bionetwork and general wellbeing of the flora and fauna is considered 

and its suggested conservation is offered within this report.   

3.1 Weather Conditions:  

• 30/9/2019 – foggy, misty with occasional rain 

• 1/10/2019 – heavy rain 

RHS refers to right hand side, whereas LHS refers to left hand side from herein. 

GGC refers to Gathurst Golf Course. 

H&S refers to Health and Safety.  
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4.0 The Plan 

4.1 Hole 1: 

The area to the LHS of the red pathway appears to be mowed on a regular basis, is 

there the opportunity to leave this to nature i.e. mowed three times per year rather 

than weekly? This would save on man – hours, diesel and machinery usage, or 

alternatively create an aesthetic wildflower section. I feel that both of these would be 

acceptable here and would add to the initial first impressions you have of the course 

(providing it is managed). 

 

Photo: Potential area for wildlife and aesthetics. 

Wren, mallard, mistle thrush, coot and moorhen noted around the first tee/ carry. 

The first pond to the RHS of the carry requires management sooner rather than later. 

A natural low-lying pond here in the UK should have approximately one third of water 

showing and two thirds of aquatic vegetation showing; this pond is congested. With 

this in mind, remove one third of the vegetation. 
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The old hedgerow in between the ponds is in healthy condition with hawthorn, bramble 

and elder growing – no management required at this time – I will talk in-depth about 

hedgerows later in this section. 

The second pond is in good shape with soft rush and bulrush being the dominant semi 

aquatic types here. Wood pigeon and blackbird seen. 

The birch dominated woodland to the LHS of the hole requires no management at this 

time as the trees are well spaced with little fungi damage showing. 

Remove the horse chestnut to near to the 150-meter marker. These trees are not 

native to the UK, cast a large shadow with their large leaves (which fall in October and 

the greenkeeper’s have to clean these up for a month), drop their seeds (conkers) 

onto the playing area and will take nutrients from the grasses below – I have no issues 

with chestnut’s if they are out of play. 

The hedgerow to the extreme RHS of the hole requires bolstering with hawthorn. It is 

worth mentioning at this point that is likely that over 300,000 miles of hedgerow have 

disappeared since 1945. Whilst most hedgerow loss has been due to changes and 

agricultural practices, about 40,000 miles may have been lost to building, quarrying, 

reservoirs and roads. The hedge sparrow (or dunnock as it is sometimes known) was 

once a common site in the UK, however, the RSPB indicate that it is now on their 

Amber List meaning that it is in decline due to habitat loss. The RSPB also mention 

that: “hedges support up to 80% of our woodland birds, 50% of our mammals and 30% 

of our butterflies. The ditches and banks associated with hedgerows provide habitat 

for frogs, toads, newts and reptiles.” Hedgerows are without a doubt ecologically 

diverse so all efforts should be made to strengthen these habitations. Robin noted.  

It is pleasing to see that the team have developed a grass bin to the RHS of the hole 

(rear of the second tee); the recycling grass clippings and brown waste i.e. leaves can 

consequently make good compost which can be used beneath new turf and/ or 

divoting mix. 

Good to see that there is a large oak in the aforementioned paragraph’s section. If a 

nest box is to be erected on this tree then use tie wraps rather than nails so as not to 

damage the bark. 

Do not plant any more trees on the first hole for speed of play reasons. 
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4.2 Hole 2:    

Bolster the hawthorn hedgerow to the RHS of the carry and down the hole, however, 

do not plant the area beside the tee as you will lose the views on offer. Once bolstering 

has been undertaken, then the hedgerow should be managed as such rather than an 

unkempt woodland edge. Retain the large ash trees in the hedgerow a little further 

down the hole. 

Oak, ash and silver birch can be found in the newly planted copse of trees to the LHS 

of the carry – begin a project of removing the thinner trees to allow the more dominant 

oaks to thrive. 

Retain the majestic oak in the middle of the fairway but do not erect any nest boxes in 

this particular tree as the parent birds may abandon the box if disturbed by a golf ball. 

The old hawthorn line growing contently to the LHS of the hole should be retained as 

individual trees rather than a hedgerow. I feel that this was once part of an old field 

boundary (possibly over a hundred years ago given the girth of these trees) therefore 

should be retained as part of the club’s history. By leaving the trees to grow natural, 

you encourage more berries which resident and visitor birds are attracted to. 

The copse of trees to the LHS of the bell (which make their way down to the green) 

should have the thinner birch removed to allow the more sentinel oaks and ash space 

to become signature trees. Remove the poplar from this section also. I will suggest at 

this point that all the poplars are removed from the course over the timeframe of this 

plan. Poplars have a habit of decaying from the inside out and it is difficult to know if 

they are going to fail. They are known quite crudely a ‘the widowmaker’ in the 

arboriculture industry and two greenkeeper deaths have been directly related to 

working on poplar trees. Also, poplar root systems are hugely problematic to drainage 

systems. With that in mind, remove the poplars from GGC. 

As you make your way down the hill, there is a small area of grassland to the RHS of 

the hole which is quite diverse – this is where wildlife thrives. Retain this as managed 

rough i.e. cut and collect the arisings on a twice-yearly basis. Strimming may be the 

only option as the bank may be too steep for a tractor. 

Blackbird and long-tailed tits noted here. 
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Remove the chestnut tree to the RHS of the green for reasons mentioned earlier. Also 

remove the two non-native trees to the rear of the green for aesthetic and views 

purposes. What was the thinking behind planting these trees here? They will grow tall 

and eventually cast shade to the turf below. They are beginning to block out the scenic 

view and will eventually slow air movement to the green – I suggest removing these 

trees over the course of this report. 

  

Photo: Example trees to the RHS, rear and LHS of the green. 

Excellent habitat noted to the extreme rear of the green making its way around to the 

third tees – retain this as scruffy and unkempt land for wildlife. I will mention at many 

points throughout this report that wildlife does not live on the manicured areas of the 

course, it lives amongst the brambles, nettles and other scruffy floras; bramble is 

hugely important as a nest site for small birds whereas its white flowers attract 

pollinating insects and subsequent berries are a food stuff for many other vertebrate 

and invertebrates. Mistle thrush, great and blue tit noted along with large white and 

peacock butterflies. 
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4.3 Hole 3: 

Creeping thistle, stinging and white dead nettles and dock can be found to the rear of 

the teeing areas, however, this scruffy and unkempt area is where the wildlife thrives 

– do not attempt management here at this time. 

The dense woodland to the RHS of the tees (dominated by oak and hawthorn) should 

remain as such for the duration of this report (for wildlife reasons). It may be that this 

section is revisited in year four to see if anything has changed and requires 

management. Nets boxes could be erected in here. Wren noted. 

It is pleasing to see that the rough to the RHS is managed – continue this twice per 

year to attract fine golf course grasses such as rye, fescue and bent. Keep a close eye 

on the creeping thistle – pull out as necessary. 

The woodland to the RHS of the hole is in good condition therefore no management 

is required at this time other than to remove new growth of sycamore. 

The woodland to the RHS of the green appears to have been recently managed – 

good work, however, I would give thought to removing a 20 meter section of trees here 

to allow more sunlight and air movement onto the green; GGC has many trees and I 

doubt whether the wildlife will be affected by the removal of some trees in this area; 

grasslands and native wildflowers are quite possibly more important for the course 

and its inhabitants. 

 

Photo: Remove a 20-metre section of trees here (shown in red). 
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The hedgerow to the rear of the green has hawthorn, bramble, wild rose and elder as 

the main types all of which are good for the wildlife, namely early flowers, late berries 

and a place to nest. I feel it would look out of place were it to be managed as a 

manicured hedgerow so with this in mind, allow it to flourish as a woodland edge type 

of habitat as none of the aforementioned will grow tall and become an issue to the 

nearby turf. Buzzard noted. 

 

Photo: Retain the hedgerow as a woodland edge type of habitat. 
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4.4 Hole 4: 

Happy to see that there has been past woodland management to the RHS of the hole, 

however, I would remove the thin, spindly trees here to allow the dominant types more 

sunlight, water and nutrients. Also remove the sycamores as you make your way to 

the grass bin. 

The newly planted copse of trees to the RHS of the carry require selective 

management. Similar to the aforementioned paragraph, remove the weaker trees for 

the same reasons. Retain the ash and oak, remove the weaker silver birch. 

The small copse of birch trees RHS of the 150 marker are in good condition. Silver 

birch are known as pioneer trees as they grow fast on disturbed soil or in a plantation 

(such as this one). Over time (50 years), oak, ash, beech, hawthorn, yew and other 

trees begin to take a foothold thus creating a natural woodland. It may be an idea to 

begin planting of the aforementioned trees in this copse for diversity reasons. 

The remaining copses of trees to the RHS of the hole are fine for the duration of this 

plan, however, avoid erecting nest boxes here or any other tree which is in-play as the 

parent birds can abandon chicks if the box is disturbed (golf ball impact, noisy 

strimmers and other machinery, inquisitive golfers). 

I am happy to report that the pond to the RHS of the green is in good condition at this 

time with water lilly, bulrush, yellow flag iris, soft rush and small amounts of chickweed 

showing – no management or disturbance required. Moorhen and great tits noted in 

the rushes. 

Good diversity to the extreme rear of the green with horse chestnut (ok here), oak, 

hawthorn and birch showing. I would bolster this section to block out the unsightly car 

park behind; holly, rowan and hawthorn will be suitable. Avoid leylandii at all cost. 

Good selection of oak trees as you make your way to the next tee. I feel, given the 

girth of the oaks, that they are around the 80-year-old mark making them juveniles as 

oaks can reach 1000 years old in the UK. Here would be an ideal place to erect and 

monitor nest boxes. Tree creeper noted. 
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4.5 Hole 5: 

The fifth tee is in poor condition and this is directly related to the leylandiis to the LHS. 

A course Health and Safety inspection has been undertaken with members of the 

committee, Head Greenkeeper and myself to asses these trees and grasses – I 

understand that these are to be phased out over the forthcoming years with a plan of 

replanting with scots pine as mitigation. I think that this is unquestionably the way 

forward for GGC or the tee will always be poor. Magpie noted. 

Excellent old hawthorns noted along the ditch line. These are of a good age (possibly 

one hundred years old upwards given their girth size) and are in berry during the time 

this report was undertaken. Retain these trees. 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Photo: Large 

girthed 

hawthorn 

suggesting old 

age. 
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Continuing along the ditch line, old willow, oak, ash and hazel can be found growing 

contently and should be retained for aesthetic and wildlife reasons. Jay noted. 

The oak tree to the RHS of the end of the pathway should also be retained. Avoid 

placing nest boxes here. The copse of ash and alder beginning the RHS of the carry 

appear to be in good condition at this time, however, remove the less dominant trees 

for reasons already mentioned. 

Alder, oak, rambling rose can be found lining the first of the small ponds (LHS) with a 

small amount of semi-aquatic plants noted also, however, these have completed their 

flowering cycle so no positive identification can be given at this point. No management 

required at this time other than to mention it may be that a collection of oxygenating 

plants is incorporated for aesthetic, health and wildlife reasons; purple loosestrife and 

water lilly will be suitable here. 

The second of the ponds is also in healthy condition. I have been made aware that 

this will potentially be extended in the near future – I have no issues with this providing 

the tree roots of the older trees are not damaged, in fact, there is an ancient alder tree 

growing to the far side of this pond and all efforts should be made to retain this old 

giant. I spent some time removing the suckers (small shoots which take nutrients 

before the main tree can absorb them) so that members can see the tree. I am happy 

to suggest it is at least 200 years old. 

   

Photo: Ancient alder at GGC. 
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The new plantings of trees to the LHS of the hole (a little further along from the ponds) 

are in good condition, however, be aware that these will grow tall and cast shade on 

the playing turf below in the future. I am not suggesting removal, but you should be 

aware of where trees are planted for air, leaf drop and shade reasons.  

The copse of trees near to the 150 marker have a collection of poplars growing. I will 

suggest again that all poplar trees are removed from the course sooner rather than 

later. Replant with a suitable type such as field maple, rowan, silver birch and oak for 

example; scots pine could be planted for diversity reasons. 

Remove the juvenile oak trees to the LHS of the green. 

Two young roe deer noted to the RHS of the green. I am happy to see that the apple 

tree has been retained in this section although you would not normally plant apple 

trees on a golf course (unless it is way off line and out of play) – the deer seem happy 

that the tree is here also. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Photo: Apple tree at 

GGC. 
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4.6 Hole 6: 

The unkempt area to the LHS of the bridge (as you make your way to the sixth tee) 

should be kept as such for reasons mentioned. There are small amounts of bindweed 

here but nothing to be too concerned about. 

The rear and LHS of the teeing areas has been covered already, however, both this 

teeing area and the low-lying green below (3rd green) will benefit from opening the 

canopy up to sunlight and air movement. 

Nest box required to the oak tree LHS of the tees. 

The newly planted trees to the LHS of the carry appear to be dead, however, if 

possible, leave these as standing decaying timber for saprophytes (wood dwelling 

insects). The grasslands below these trees is becoming dominated by creeping thistle 

– it is an idea to cut and collect this prior to flowering and seed setting, which is usually 

around march time. 

A good collection of gnarly old trees to the RHS of the hole (along the ditch line) which 

should be retained. A type of polypodium fern can be found growing here also which 

will make good ground cover over time; many invertebrates will use the fern as a 

foodstuff or to simply hide from predators in. Long-tailed tits noted. 

 

 

 

Photo: 

Polypodium 

fern at GGC. 
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Still on the ditch line, one of the nightshade family can be found growing. This type is 

bittersweet and is poisonous if eaten. I have added a photo below for identification 

purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Bittersweet wildflower – do not eat this wildflower! 

The small copse of trees just past the public footpath (RHS) requires the smaller trees 

removal. Grey wagtail noted. 

As you make your way to the seventh tee, there is a collection of gnarly old oak trees 

which are of a good age. Do not attempt any management here unless they begin to 

grow towards the maintenance facility. Nest boxes required along this line of trees. 
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4.7 Hole 7: 

The white tee is in poor condition and this is directly related to the location of the 

clubhouse. I doubt whether the removal of the trees to the RHS will be of benefit as 

they are not casting shade to the tee; a root pruner could be hired, however, this would 

have to be carried out on a yearly basis at cost to the club and I do not think that tree 

roots are the main issue here. Also, there is possibly water pipes, drainage and electric 

cables in the area so be aware of this whenever tree root pruning is undertaken. 

The tee’s underlying sand/ soil could be removed and replaced with a compost based 

growing medium which would go somewhat to replacing the nutrients which are 

missing from the tee – if this is accepted then I will return and offer guidance at a later 

date. 

The trees to the RHS of the lady’s tee are silver birch, chestnut and poplar, none of 

which are suitable as unsightly car park visual blocking trees; I am not suggesting 

removal of these at this time but I have already suggested more suitable types which 

can be used in areas such as this in Hole 4’s final section so take this into account 

when planting areas such as this in the future. 

The tall leylandii to the RHS of the path are being phased out over the course of this 

plan. Begin planting the area with scots pines and redwoods as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Plant scots pine and redwood here in this grassland sooner rather than later 
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Maple, crack and weeping willow can be found to the LHS of the hole which should be 

retained. 

A good collection of old oaks can be found near to the two bunkers on the LHS. It 

appears that this was a path or road many years ago given the straight-line plantings 

of the trees. Nuthatch noted. 

Remove the leylandiis from the entire LHS of the hole. Take note of the turf below the 

leylandiis; it will be in poor condition as these trees are shallow rooting and cast large 

amounts of shade throughout the year. 

Remove the solitary poplar and replant with either rowan, birch or oak.  

The woodland just past the red posts is in very good condition with blackthorn noted. 

Six pines noted to the rear of the green which will cast shade soon enough – it is for 

this reason that I advise total removal of these trees. Replant with a more suitable type 

such as rowan, holly, hawthorn and birch. 

 

Photo: Remove the fast-growing pines from the rear of the green. 
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4.8 Hole 8: 

The management to the area RHS of the eighth carry/ hole has already been agreed 

by the HGK and committee of GGC therefore I will not make any further advice here. 

The area to the LHS of the pathway (copse to the rear of the compost pile) is full of 

wildlife with hawthorn and blackthorn berries showing in good numbers. There is also 

ivy growing on the trees and along the woodland floor; The subspecies hibernica does 

not climb but spreads across the ground. There are also many cultivated varieties of 

ivy, with differing leaves which are variable in size, colour, number and depth of lobes. 

The leaves are often variegated green with white, cream or yellow. Actually, the ivy 

here was in berry suggesting it was quite old (only old/ mature ivy produces berries 

and flowers) – retain this and other ivy climbers across the site. 

A little further down the hole (LHS) should have the poplars and leylandiis removed. 

There is also a willow in this section which is fungi damaged therefore it requires 

pollarding/ coppicing to 2.5 metres in height and allowing to become a habitat for wood 

dwelling insects. Remove the horse chestnut nearby. 

Total removal of the poplars near to the150 metre posts (LHS). Kestrel noted. Remove 

the laurel adjacent to the 150 post. 

Keep an eye on the coppiced hazels across the site as they are beginning to grow 

vigorously, certainly to the RHS of the hole down towards the green. Hazels respond 

well to coppicing and the trees at GGC are no different. 

Do not mow/ strim the grasses on the bank to the RHS of the hole as this is where a 

good number of important wildflowers will grow. It may be that there are some scarce 

or rare types growing that the club is not aware of (see next hole for further guidance). 

Male fern noted. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Woods are not tipping grounds and should not be treated as 

such. I noted a number of plastic pipes to the RHS of the hole and a large collection 

of other plastic waste which appears to have been there a few years. Recycle all plastic 

and brick waste from the course from herein. 

 

 



Gathurst Golf Course, 2019 

21 
 

4.9 Hole 9: 

The grassy area to the LHS of the tees has a real gem of an orchid/s growing. This 

orchid is proving difficult to positively identify at this time, however, after sending 

images off to a collection of orchid professionals and social media groups, it transpires 

that this is a broad-leaved helleborine, a member of the orchid family. I will return next 

summer to correctly identify this important wildflower and offer further guidance on 

how to encourage it further. Be aware that all orchids are protected by The Wildlife 

and Countryside Act of 1981 and its various amendments. NOTE: I returned the 

following day to search for more of this wildflower – at least 10 were found on the LHS 

with a further two more to the RHS of the carry. Avoid mowing these areas for the 

foreseeable future i.e. until the flowers have been identified. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Photo: Member of 

the orchid family at 

GGC. 
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Retain the unkempt area to the rear and RHS of the tees for nature reasons. 

Begin a plan of replanting to the RHS of the carry as the leylandiis are to be removed. 

A good number of parasol fungi can be found in the grasslands to the RHS. These are 

an indicator that the underlying soils are in healthy condition. It is worth mentioning 

that these are merely the fruit of the fungus, the rest is in strands of hyphae beneath 

the ground. Once the environmental conditions are correct i.e. lots of rain and warm 

autumnal temperatures, then the fungus sends out its fruit to disperse its seeds. The 

rest is underground tapping into the roots of grasses and trees, or pretty much anything 

that can photosynthesise as the fungus has no green pigment called chlorophyll 

(grasses and trees do). The fungus then takes the products of photosynthesis i.e. 

simple sugars and carbs etc. In return, the fungus breaks down minerals which the 

grass and trees cannot, the trees and grasses take the mineral break down and this 

is a simple symbiotic relationship between the two. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Parasol fungus at GGC. 
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Remove the leylandiis the entire RHS of the hole. 

A course designer would not plant an oak tree in the middle of a fairway, nor plant an 

ash in front of the green, however, this seems to work here at GGC. I would keep a 

close eye on the ash (RHS of the green) as it appears to be in poor condition with 

fungi damage to the base. Coppice/ monolith this tree if it begins to shed limbs. 

Keep an eye on the fungi damaged willows to the LHS of the hole; Dan Tyrell is aware 

of these and will undertake the correct management i.e. coppice to 2.5 metres for 

wildlife. 

4.10 Hole 10: 

Remove the 5 leylandiis to the rear of the tenth tees. 

Remove the cherry and sycamore to the LHS of the tees whilst coppicing the oak (for 

sunlight and air movement reasons). 

Remove the leylandiis LHS of the hole. There are a number of decaying willows noted 

in this area also. If these were in a woodland then I would have no problems with them, 

however, these could be classed as a H&S issue therefore I would keep a close eye 

on them to see if any cracks or fissures appear. If this happens, then removal is the 

best option. 

Whilst twisted, gnarly and unkempt looking, the hawthorns approximately 100 meters 

short of the green (LHS) should be retained for reasons stated earlier in this report. 

Do not attempt to clear the area extreme LHS of the green. This is an area for wildlife. 

Remove the dead newly planted tree LHS of the green for aesthetic reasons. Remove 

the newly planted alder also as this will cast shade on the green soon enough. Replant 

elsewhere onsite but be aware that these trees grow tall and dense. 

Whilst not strictly on the golf course, there are a collection of Tree of Heavens to the 

rear of the green. Do not allow these to grow anywhere on the course as their roots 

are hugely problematic i.e. drain cloggers. 

At this time, the large willow to the RHS of the green is in ok condition. It may be an 

idea to carry out a report on this tree in the future for cracks and fungi damage. 
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4.11 Hole 11: 

Lots of bracken growing to the RHS of the yellow tees. If this becomes problematic 

then simply snap the stem near to the base – this will stop the plant growing from the 

snapped point. Do not apply herbicide or you will kill off the wildlife in the area. 

Remove any new growth of sycamores in the healthy woodland to the RHS of the 

teeing areas. 

Remove the skimmia adjacent to the 150 marker – this is a natural golf course with 

many types of native tree and wildflower growing – this shrub is totally out of place 

here! 

Remove the four leylandiis to the RHS of the open ditch. Replant with either pine, 

redwood or a suitable deciduous tree (oak, ash, rowan, birch). 

  

Photo: Remove the leylandiis shown in the photo. 
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4.12 Hole 12: 

Bulrush, soft rush, greater-willowherb, dead nettle, water mint, spear thistle and 

bramble can be found in and around the pond. No management required for the 

foreseeable future. 

 

Photo: Healthy pond at GGC. 

Remove the poplars from the LHS of the hole. Be aware that the new plantings of trees 

(near to the low dip) will grow tall eventually – be aware of shade issues wherever 

trees are planted. 

The mature woodlands to the RHS of the hole are in excellent condition with liverworts, 

lichens and mosses showing (unsure as to their identification at this time) suggesting 

the area is healthy. It appears to have been managed in the recent past (about 20 

years ago possibly) given the amount coppiced ash trees growing. Excellent habitat 

nonetheless. 
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Remove the leaning tree to the end of the fairway (RHS) as soon as possible for H&S 

reasons. Stack the timber as ecopiles in the woodland. 

Sycamore, oak pine, hawthorn and birch noted to the RHS of the approach/ green are 

all in good condition. However, remove the decaying limb from the sycamore for H&S 

reasons. 

Remove the poplar from the rear of the green. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Remove the decaying limb shown in the above photo. 
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4.13 Hole 13: 

Little management required to the short hole other than to mention than to remove the 

leylandiis from the LHS of the tee. 

4.14 Hole 14: 

As you make your way to the 14th tees, the new plantation of trees does not appear to 

being doing so well. Avoid planting anymore trees here. 

Hugely aesthetic areas adjacent to the pathways which includes many important 

habitats such as pond, low lying wet section, small waterfall and mature woodland all 

adding character to this already beautiful golf course – retain these areas and do not 

attempt management. 

White tees: other than to keep the trees to a low height, I do not feel that management 

is required here. Retain for wildlife. 

The RHS of the ladies tees is quite diverse with himilayan balsam, fireweed, white 

campion, ox-eye daisy, white dead nettle and evening primrose showing at the time of 

my visit – keep a close eye on the balsam and fireweed as these will become dominant 

over the other wildflowers. This has already happened a little further down the hole. 

It is pleasing to see that the team have planted trees to the RHS of the hole as this will 

eventually block out the view to the M6. I would have no issues if more were to be 

planted here. 

 

 

 

Photo: New tree 

planting at GGC. 
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Also, on this hole, there is a collection of fruiting field mushrooms. This suggests that 

the underlying soils are in good condition. 

 

Photo: Mushrooms on the 14th. 

I noted that new plantings of poplar trees have been carried out to the RHS of the 

green. Avoid planting poplars at GGC for reasons stated! 

Tree of Heaven noted to the rear of the green – keep a close eye on this tree, if any 

others begin to sprout nearby then total removal is advised as these trees spread out 

via a highway of underground creeping stems (stolons and rhizomes). 
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4.15 Hole 15: 

Important Note: I will mention at this point in the report that the remaining holes should 

have the motorway side managed for poplar and leylandii trees, indeed, Mr Tyrell 

(Head Greenkeeper) is in the process of removing 36 dangerous trees from these 

sections this forthcoming wintertime. With this in mind, it is advised that the RHS of 

the remaining holes is monitored on a regular basis i.e. once per year, to see if any 

trees are leaning towards the carriageways. Also, the trees should be crown lifted to 

approximately two metres in height (for safety/ mowing purposes). 

It is also advised that leylandiis, poplars and willows will not be suitable for planting 

along the motorway side of the course herein; use more suitable types with stable root 

systems. Mr Tyrell and the team have a tree spade available so it is advised that 

mature trees can be planted where the removed trees leave a gap/ space. 

Any trees cut down should have their timber stacked as ecopiles along the wood line 

to further attract vertebrates and invertebrates to the polluted area. 

We should do all possible to sway golf traffic away from the area so it is therefore 

advised that the rough is grown – in along the wood line. This will require management 

on a yearly basis; however, a number of interesting wildflowers will begin to show once 

matured. Be sure to scallop the edges of the rough for butterflies – butterflies are 

attracted to scalloped edged grasslands as they can manoeuvre through the wind 

easily. 

Wych elm, willow and birch can be found to the RHS of the green all holding an 

ecological interest to the wildlife that visits this section – no management required to 

these trees. 
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4.16 Hole 16: 

The new plantings of trees to the RHS of the start of the fairway appear to be 

struggling. Remove these as soon as possible. 

The grasslands to the RHS of the hole should be cut, collected and scarified sooner 

rather than later – Mr Tyrell is aware of this and going to act accordingly. 

The new plantings of trees to the LHS of the approach are in poor condition also – 

remove the unsightly ones this season. 

4.17 Hole 17: 

Remove the leylandiis to the RHS of the white tees. Replant with suitable trees such 

as field maple, rowan, birch and oak – avoid shallow rooting types as they will fall over 

towards the motorway at some point. If, however, these are seen to be stopping 

wayward shots to the motorway then they should stay. 

  

Photo: Remove the leylandiis and replant with suitable types. 

The unkempt areas to the RHS of the hole are ideal for wildlife; voles, shrews, mice 

and many other vertebrates will reside here thus do not attempt a clean-up operation 

at any time. 

Remove leylandiis to the rear of the green. 
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4.18 Hole 18: 

Minimal management required to the 18th other than to suggest that the poplars and 

leylandiis should be removed. 

It is pleasing to see that there is an old weeping willow growing contently to the RHS 

of the green – always a good sight on a golf course, particularly one as scenic as 

Gathurst. 

5.0 Further Comments: 

It is without doubt that Gathurst is managed to a high standard and that there are many 

important habitats onsite. With careful management, I feel that the course could 

become a haven for wildlife whist not affecting golf play in the slightest; the fact that I 

have been hired to assist suggests that the club is keen to move forward in this area, 

and this is to be commended. There will be issues along the way, such as the large 

amount of non-native tree removal suggested and certain areas may look unkempt for 

a time, however, these will recover soon enough and be replaced by a more important, 

aesthetic and environmentally friendly habitat which will blend into the landscape 

admirably. 

I was particularly excited to see that the course has an ancient tree onsite in the form 

of an alder (hole five’s pond) – I have recorded this beauty with the Ancient Tree 

Inventive and they have accepted it onto their interactive website which can be found 

here: https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/tree-

search/?v=1622117&ml=map&z=13&nwLat=53.58105672217677&nwLng=-

2.791141880883281&seLat=53.54924797473923&seLng=-2.5981944931879686 

There are other old trees onsite but none are older than 150 years (other than the 

alder). Pleasing to see nonetheless. 

If the actions suggested in this report are carried out, and I do hope they are, then 

Gathurst GC can be a shining light within, and out with, the golf course world. 

Great work team. 

James Hutchinson. 

  

https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/tree-search/?v=1622117&ml=map&z=13&nwLat=53.58105672217677&nwLng=-2.791141880883281&seLat=53.54924797473923&seLng=-2.5981944931879686
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/tree-search/?v=1622117&ml=map&z=13&nwLat=53.58105672217677&nwLng=-2.791141880883281&seLat=53.54924797473923&seLng=-2.5981944931879686
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/tree-search/?v=1622117&ml=map&z=13&nwLat=53.58105672217677&nwLng=-2.791141880883281&seLat=53.54924797473923&seLng=-2.5981944931879686

