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CAPTAIN’S TABLE

Season's greetings to all members. We are currently in the grip of a cold spell however i 
can see the nights are becoming lighter day by day and we will soon be facing a new 
season of golf, happy days.

I have had the opportunity to play the course throughout the winter, what a pleasure it has 
been. The investment made last year on new machinery has made a significant difference 
to the course conditions, creating a clean appearance as we play.... hard to lose a ball.

This winter we have had the opportunity to play on the main greens on a regular basis, and 
many of the winter fixtures have been a sell out, what a pleasant change. My 
congratulations extends to the ground staff, they are constantly working on the course and 
the construction of new bunkers, new tees, improved ditches, and the rear of the 16th 
green look to be great improvements.

I also note that our directors and committees are meeting regularly in the clubhouse, they 
are putting in a lot of hours on our behalf to make improvements to our club. We should all 
be mindful of this effort and be thankful what a great team we are lucky to have.

The feedback I get from the playing members is very much a positive one, when the course 
is good the members speak highly of Gathurst, believe me this message spreads 
throughout the district, our reputation is increasing. Hopefully we will see some new 
members in springtime.

Socially the functions are being well attended and I must say this is great to see, come 
along and join the barbecues, hog roast, and dinners. But book early they can quickly sell 
out.

Congratulations to John McManus from our pro shop who has now taken up the position as 
Wigan golf Captain, on all our behalf I would like to wish him a successful year and look 
forward to working with him throughout the golf year.

Many thanks for the well wishes and respect shown to me I wish you all.....Fairways and 
greens.

Jim Wall. Captain 2019.
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Greens

Firstly I would like to wish all members and staff a happy and 

prosperous new year.

The course is looking very good for the time of year, with a number 

of good reports coming from both members and visitors alike.

The new machines made a good job of clearing all the leaves.

The bunkers are nearly finished with the last one being on the 18th

making a total of 9 new bunkers in all.

Work is still on going to keep improving the course with the area 

along side the 2nd fairway starting to be cleared. 

We have also managed to acquire a tractor mounted power jetter 

capable of putting 3000psi along the drains, to clean them out and 

run properly, work with this will start shortly.

Eddie Cunliffe.

Chairman of the Greens
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JUNIOR REPORT 

Our Junior Captain Daniel Ainscough and all the junior section including 

myself would like wish The new Captains Mr Jim Wall and Mrs Phyllis 

Wigginton and all members a very Happy New Year.

With the new season fast approaching we are looking forward to seeing 

some of our younger juniors pushing for places in our team for the South 

Lancs. Junior League matches. Last year saw some of the younger boys 

improving in leaps and bounds, so if they can keep improving they could very 

well be useful members of our squad if not the team.

We are always on the lookout for new juniors so if any members have sons, 

daughters or grandchildren who are interested in joining us then bring them 

along, they will be made most welcome.

They new season begins with the Juniors and Parents Evening on Tuesday 

12th March, any new members will be welcomed that evening, 7.30 for 7.45 

start. it should not take more than 30/45 minutes, so will give the younger 

members time to get home and off to bed, ready for school the next morning.

The first competition will be the April Stableford on Sunday 7th April. There 

will be 6 hole competitions for the in experienced members. We look 

forward to good turn outs for all the competitions.

Doug Pickering

Junior Organiser
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Ladies Section

I am looking forward to my year in office as your Ladies Captain. It 

is a great honour to hold this position and I thank the Past Ladies 

Captains for nominating me.

My congratulations to Margaret Lenagan on becoming Ladies 

President. I look forward to working with Margaret and also with 

our Ladies Vice Captain for 2019, Elaine King , my secretary 

Pauline Morris, and the Ladies Committee.

To Jim our Captain of Gathurst Golf Club 2019, my best 

wishes, have a great year. My congratulations also to Ben Johnson 

our Vice Captain for 2019. My best wishes to Doug Pickering, our 

Junior Organiser , I hope you have a very enjoyable and successful 

year. I look forward to supporting all your events.

2019 is a very special year for Gathurst Golf Club as we are 

hosting the Ladies District Championship in June. We look forward 

to this event and hope that we have better weather than we had the 

last time the event was at Gathurst. In 2012, we spent the afternoon 

sweeping the water from the greens.

Captain and I have chosen to do a joint Charity, Hollybank, which is 

a residential home for severely handicapped children and young 

adults. We have lots of ideas to raise money for our Charity, I hope 

members will support these events.

My best wishes to all members, have a good ‘Golfing Year’

Phyll

Ladies Captain 2019
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Members Corner
Welcome everybody to the 1st edition of the new year and 
a Happy New Year to all.
No complaints or criticism this issue only praise.
As i have said in previous Grapvines the course is in 
splendid condition, the best i have seen it in my 19 years, 
so encourage all would be golfers this is the place to be 
locally. To say the weather has
helped would be an understatement.
Plaudits to the following:--
All praise to Danny and his staff for all their hard work and 
efforts they have made. They have been able to get out on 
the course during the Winter months because of the mild 
weather.

Well done also to Jimmy Priest and Mick Davey for creating 
interest in a Darts and Dominoes League against local 
clubs, particularly on a Monday night when the club is 
normally empty. Join them.

Praise must also go to Mark Jordan, Ben Johnson and 
Andy Rutter for starting the 100 Club. Please help them, 
win a prize monthly and also raise money for the club. Join 
them for just over £1 per week.
The Seniors are also making a contribution by organising 
Senior Opens and making money for the club. They 
welcome new members over 55s and the criticism levelled 
at them for being too slow by different section of the club is 
nonsense. There are players of all levels who are slow or 
slower. Join them.
That's all Folks
Regards Kevin
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SENIORS.

Our 2018 season ended on Tuesday 11th December when 62 
Members and their guests, including the Captain, David Dean and 
Vice Captain Jim Wall   attended our Christmas Dinner and the 
presentation of the trophies to all the competition winners.  The 
Seniors Champion Golfer (an accumulation of points over the year) 
for 2018 went for the second time to John McEnaney, the runner up 
being Ray Elstone.  

The Seniors’ AGM was held this year on Tuesday 8th January. At 
the meeting the Officers and Committee Members for 2019 were 
elected, being Chairman Graham Bate, Secretary Phil Hall, 
Treasurer Howard Thomas with John Piggott, Doug Godley & Mike 
Fergie as Members of the Committee. The meeting agreed that the 
Membership subscriptions would again remain unchanged at £50 
for full membership and £35 for the Members who do not wish to 
participate in our inter club matches.

Our anticipated Membership for 2019 currently stands at 57 and we 
would warmly welcome any Club Member (over 55 y/o) to join us. 
We play 11 local Clubs home and away on a friendly (but 
competitive) basis, hold 4 Seasonal Cup competitions and indulge 
in a very enjoyable Christmas Dinner all of which is agreed to be 
excellent value for money. Any member interested please contact 
Phil Hall on 01257 276871 or Howard Thomas on 01257 254164.

Our first two inter club matches are both at home with Widnes on 
11th April and Hurlston Hall on the 18th April. 

Our first major competition is the Spring Cup on Tuesday 23rd April 
followed by the beginning of the singles and pairs knockout 
competitions. We look forward to a successful year and hope for a 
summer of good weather.

Phil Hall  Secretary.
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Social Section
May I wish everyone All the Best for the New Year

Firstly I would like to Congratulate our new Captain`s and President`s, and say 

a big thank you to our outgoing Captain`s and President`s.

It only seems like a few weeks ago I was asked to be Social Chairman and I 

am now into my third year.  I am still enjoying the job but could not manage it 

without a great deal of help and support from Howard Thomas, Maureen 

Birchall, Margaret Lenagan and the Lady Captain, Lady Vice-Captain past and 

present.

I would like to thank Gerald Holding, Gordon Birchall and Alan Kelman for all 

their help with the BBQ`s/Steak Night/Hog roast.  Gordon also produces Table 

plans for all of our social events and that is a great help.  I would also like to 

thank all the members and guest`s that attend the Social events and look 

forward to you all coming along again throughout 2019.

We have had some very good Social nights, there have been a couple of the 

events that could be improved and we will work towards this.   We finished the 

year off in style with our New Year`s Eve gala buffet/dance and would like to 

thank Dave our caterer along with his staff in providing excellent food 

throughout the year. 

I would also like to thank Deborah our stewardess and all the bar staff for the 

excellent service they have provided.  Dave McMullan has recently taken over 

the role of Caretaker of the club and he is proving to be an asset to the club in 

supporting the Social committee with the set ups & break down of the rooms 

before and after the events

I hope you all had a Good Christmas and looking forward to all the Social 

events to come in 2019.

Tom Parry

Chair of Social.


